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The Enduring Legacy of Terri Cadet-Donald
By Jibreel Jalloh

Terri Cadet-Donald spent decades 
helping others find their way. Now, 
a street bearing her name will ensure 
future generations remember her legacy.

This past weekend, family members, 
neighbors, elected officials, faith leaders, 
neighbors, civic leaders and community 
organizations gathered in Mill Basin to 
celebrate Terri’s remarkable life through 
a street co-naming ceremony. The over-
whelming turnout reflected the depth of 
her impact and the immense void left by 
her untimely passing.

Terri was more than a community 
advocate. She was a devoted wife, moth-
er, educator, mentor and trusted neighbor 
whose compassion and commitment to 
service touched countless lives across 
southeast Brooklyn.

Her life’s work was rooted in a deep 
belief in the potential of young people. 
Through her leadership overseeing 18 
after-school programs at Millennium 
Development, she helped create spaces 
where children could learn, grow and 
discover their potential. She also taught 
Sunday school at Mary Queen of Heaven 
Church, served on the 63rd Precinct 
Community Council, and contributed 
her time and talents to many neighbor-
hood organizations, including the Mill 
Basin Civic Association.

Terri understood that strong communi-
ties do not happen by accident. They are 
built through countless acts of kindness, 

sacrifice and service, often by people 
who never seek recognition.

Her contributions remind us of an 
important truth: the strength of a neigh-
borhood is measured not simply by its 
buildings, businesses or infrastructure, 
but by the people who dedicate them-
selves to lifting others.

Perhaps the most powerful reflection 
of Terri’s legacy is found in the young 
people she mentored, the families she 
supported and the relationships she cul-
tivated. Her influence will continue 
to ripple through our community for 
generations.

Special recognition belongs to Terri’s 
husband, daughter and entire family, 
who shared her with a community that 
benefited enormously from her generos-
ity and dedication. While the neighbor-
hood celebrates her public contributions, 
her family carries the deeply personal 
loss of someone whose love and pres-
ence can never be replaced.

Gratitude is also owed to 
Councilwoman Mercedes Narcisse, 
Millennium Development Executive 
Director Paul Curiale, Community Board 
18, and the many civic organizations and 
residents who helped make this fitting 
tribute possible.

Street co-namings are about more than 
preserving names. They tell future gen-
erations whose lives and contributions 
shaped the neighborhoods they inherit.

Terri’s greatest monument extends 

beyond the street sign. It is in the lives 
she changed, the children she encour-
aged and the community she helped 
strengthen.

Years from now, when a child walks 
past Terri Cadet-Donald Way and asks 
who she was, may the answer inspire 
that child to discover the power of ser-
vice, compassion and community.

Jibreel Jalloh is an award-winning 
organizer and the Founder and Executive 
Director of The Flossy Organization, 
a nonprofit dedicated to closing the 
advocacy gap through education and 
activism. Over the past few years, he has 
helped lead efforts to end gun violence, 
expand public transit and secure invest-
ments in local green spaces. Jibreel is a 
2024–2025 Obama Foundation Scholar 
at Columbia University. Learn more at 
theflossy.org and follow @theflossyorg.
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Victim’s Debit Card Stolen from Postal Box in Canarsie

Calabrese
Roofing & Construction

Lic# 1197756
HIC# 0979586/INSURED

• NEW Roofs Installed
• Aluminum & Vinyl Siding 
• All Kinds of Roof Shingles
• Rubberized Roofs 
• Leaders & Gutters 
• Waterproofing
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Finished Bathrooms & Basements
• ALL CEMENT & BRICK WORK 

24 Hour Emergency 7 Days A week

Joe 718-376-5908

We Speak Italian & Spanish

Free Estimates

http://www.calabreseconstructionny.com

Protect Your Vision 
Medical & Surgical Eyecare 

For The Entire Family 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Alternate Saturday 

• Cataract Surgery • Glacoma Surgery •
• Laser Sugery • Eyelid Surgery • 

• Diabetes • Neuro Ophthalmology • 

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

SILVIA PAGANELLI- D'AMBROSIO, M.D. 
1452 East 98th Street, Corner of Avenue M 

718-531-0055

Brooklyn Street Co-Named in Honor of NYPD Officer Ellis

Man Assaulted and Robbed in Canarsie

By Bristol Hendrix
Family members, fellow officers, NYPD leader-

ship and community residents gathered at Brooklyn 
and Flatbush Avenues on Monday, October 12th, for 
a street co-naming ceremony honoring the life, service 
and sacrifice of Police Officer Michael Ellis (Badge 
#24218).

Officer Ellis spent his career patrolling Brooklyn 
streets, serving the community he was assigned to pro-
tect. The honorary street designation recognizes his 
dedication to public safety while ensuring his legacy 
remains part of the neighborhood.  The ceremony fea-
tured members of the NYPD Ceremonial Unit, officers 
from the 63rd Precinct, local elected officials and com-
munity leaders.

Ellis died on February 27, 2020 (his 35th birthday) 
due to injuries sustained in an off-duty car crash on 
January 17, 2020.

Police Officer Heather Austin of Police Service 
Area 2 performed the National Anthem, while Monsi-

gnor David L. Cassato, assistant chief chaplain of the 
NYPD Chaplains Unit, delivered the opening invoca-
tion and closing benediction.  Deputy Inspector James 
Tomasulo, commanding officer of the 63rd Precinct; 
Inspector Genevieve Isom, commanding officer of the 
Critical Response Command; and Lieutenant Fanny 
Echavarria delivered remarks recognizing Ellis' ser-
vice.  Among the most personal moments were tributes 
from Ellis' sister, Asia Davion, and daughter, Karalyn 
Grace-Mykal Ellis, who reflected on the man behind 
the badge and his role as a beloved family member.

The event also acknowledged support from Mayor 
Zohran Mamdani, Police Commissioner Jessica Tisch, 
the 63rd Precinct Community Council and communi-
ty representatives.  Although the co-naming does not 
change the street's official address, it creates a lasting 
public tribute. For Officer Michael Ellis' family, fellow 
officers and Brooklyn residents, the honorary designa-
tion serves as a reminder of a life dedicated to service 
and a legacy that will continue for generations.

By Linda Steinmuller
The NYPD is asking for the public’s assistance 

in identifying a male who beat up a 67-year-old 
man within the confines of the 69th Precinct last 
week. A photo has been released of the suspect.

Around 3:20 p.m. on Monday, October 12th, 
the suspect approached his victim from behind 
at the corner of East 101st Street and Avenue J. 
He punched and kicked the elderly man, causing 
pain, swelling and laceration to the face, police 
said.

The creep also stole the victim’s cell phone and 

his iPad, fleeing on foot southbound on East 101st 
Street. The 67-year-old man was taken to Mount 
Sinai Brooklyn in stable condition. His posses-
sions were later recovered in the vicinity of the 
assault, according to police.

Anyone with information regarding this inci-
dent is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers 
Hotline at 800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 
888-57-PISTA (74782). The public can also sub-
mit their tips by logging onto the Crime Stoppers 
website at crimestoppers.nypdonline.org/ or on X 
@NYPDTips.  All calls are strictly confidential.

By Linda Steinmuller
The NYPD is looking for two men who were in-

volved in a grand larceny that took place in the 69th 
Precinct over a one-month period last summer. Sur-
veillance was recently released of the suspects, and the 
NYPD is asking for the public’s assistance in identify-
ing them.

Around 2 p.m. on Thursday, August 27th, two un-
identified individuals removed an 86-year-old female's 
debit card from a U.S. Postal Service box located in 
the vicinity of East 82nd Street and Avenue L, police 
said.

They used the victim's debit card to make multiple 
unauthorized transactions at financial institutions and 
commercial establishments over the course of one 
month, totaling approximately $20,000, according to 
police. There were no injuries reported as a result of 
this incident.

One of the suspects was last seen wearing a black 

shirt, gray shorts and white shoes. The second suspect 
was last seen wearing a gray hooded sweatshirt.

Anyone with information regarding these incidents 
is asked to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline 
at 800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 888-57-PISTA 
(74782). The public can also submit their tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers website at crimestop-
pers.nypdonline.org/ or on X @NYPDTips.  All calls 
are strictly confidential.
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Rain Moves Arts and Crafts Showcase Indoors
Marine Park

By Brian Moreno
Despite the gloomy rain, artisans and 

craftsmen brightened the day at the 
Marine Park Alliance (MPA) Arts and 
Crafts Showcase.

Held Sunday, October 11th, at the Car-
mine Carro Community Center, 3000 
Fillmore Avenue, the biannual showcase 
returned for fall, featuring a range of one-of-
a-kind, handcrafted artworks for attendees 
to marvel at and purchase.

Clustered together at the center, vendors 
showcased their artistic talents, including 
woodwork, clothing, baked goods, jewelry, 
crochet, batik and even literature.

"Unfortunately, the weather didn't cooper-
ate with us, but the center is a good place to 
come on a rainy day," MPA Founder Maria 
Carro D'Alessandro said. "It's a good event;  
we get to see locals with their arts and crafts, 
and everybody seems to enjoy it and support 
one another."

One vendor was Andrew Shostak of 
Doughin It by Drew, who sold baked goods, 
but his specialty was sourdough bread.

"After high school, I was asked, ‘What do 
you want to do with your life?' I wasn't really 
sure at the time, so I went to culinary school, 
and I fell in love with it," Shostak said.  
"Then I went to pastry school, then back to 
bread, and bread is definitely my passion. 
So, I bake at home almost every day, and my 
goal is to open a bakery one day."

One standout was author Leokadia 

George, who brought in her own books 
about an endangered Mexican gray wolf, 
F1505, aka Trumpet, who lives at the Wolf 
Conservation Center in South Salem, New 
York. The Trumpet series tells her life story, 
from a cub to becoming a mother.

Everyone was artistically talented, and 
many made their art at home. One vendor 
drew portraits right there for people who 
stopped at her stand.

'I've come here as a customer many times," 
Jennifer O'Brien said. "I always thought it 
was super cute, and I've been drawing my 
whole life, so I asked myself, 'Why not do 
something?' I've never seen anyone do live 
drawings here before, so I figured I'd build 
up my portfolio. Everyone here is always so 
friendly, so it was a good first place to do it."

The MPA Arts and Crafts Showcase was 
a kaleidoscope of art, showcasing artistic 
talent and how a neighborhood can come 
together to support one another.
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Brooklyn Celebrates Panamanian Heritage
By Bristol Hendrix

Brooklyn’s Panamanian community cel-
ebrated two significant milestones this fall, 
welcoming Panama’s president for the his-
toric unveiling of “Little Panama Way” in 
Crown Heights before returning to Franklin 
Avenue for the 31st Annual Panamanian 
Day Parade. Together, the celebrations rec-
ognized generations of Panamanians whose 
cultural traditions, entrepreneurship and 
community leadership have helped shape 
the borough.

The festivities began on Thursday, Sep-
tember 24th, when Panamanian President 
José Raúl Mulino and First Lady Maricel 
Cohen de Mulino joined elected officials, 
community leaders and residents for the 
ceremonial co-naming of Franklin Ave-
nue, between President Street and Eastern 
Parkway. The street designation recognizes 
a neighborhood where Panamanian im-
migrants began establishing roots during 
the 1950s, building businesses, churches, 
families and community institutions. Over 
the decades, Franklin Avenue became an 
important gathering place for Panamanians 
living throughout New York City.

The ceremony was organized by the 
Panama 507 Roundtable Group, founded 
by attorney Gregorio Mayers, whose or-
ganization helped advance the recognition 
alongside grassroots community advocates. 
Participating dignitaries included Brook-
lyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso, 
Councilwomen Farah Louis, Crystal Hud-
son and Sandy Nurse, Assemblywomen 
Nikki Lucas and Phara Souffrant, State 
Senator Zellnor Myrie and Onida Coward 
Mayers of CoMadre Communications.

Nurse, the only Panamanian-born mem-
ber of the City Council, called the recogni-
tion deeply personal, noting that the nam-
ing celebrates the elders, entrepreneurs and 
artists who preserved their culture while 
contributing to New York City. Mayers de-
scribed the sign as both an acknowledgment 
of earlier generations and an invitation for 
young Panamanians to participate in busi-
ness, education, public service and the arts.

Beyond the physical street sign, the cere-
mony highlighted proposed state legislation 
(A.8904-A/S.9429) to authorize a Little 
Panama Cultural District. Sponsored in the 
Assembly by Lucas and in the Senate by 
Myrie, the measure passed both legislative 
chambers to encourage cultural preserva-
tion, tourism and neighborhood investment.  

Community Board 18 board member Dr. 
Maria C. Willis is the president of the Pana-
manian parade organization.

Just over two weeks later, on Saturday, 
October 10th, Franklin Avenue became 
the setting for the 31st Annual Panama-
nian Day Parade, organized by the Day of 
Independence Committee of Panamanians 
in New York, Inc. (DICPNY). Founded in 
1995 by Mauricio Alleyne and currently led 
by Dr. Maria del Carmen Willis, DICPNY 
produces what organizers describe as the 
largest Panamanian parade outside Panama.

The 2026 celebrations followed an au-
tumn gala on Thursday, October 8th, at El 
Caribe Country Club in Mill Basin, setting 
the stage for the following Saturday's pro-
cession from Bergen Street toward Eastern 
Parkway, where marching bands, dancers 
and folkloric groups gave way to a bustling 
street festival featuring traditional food, 
vendors and cultural displays.

The 2026 parade honorees reflected a 
broad spectrum of achievements across 
public service, entertainment and cultural 
preservation. Attorney Eloy Abel Arcia 
served as Grand Marshal, while Tony-nom-
inated performer Daphne Rubin-Vega re-
ceived the Orgullo Panameño recognition.

Special honors included the Founder’s 
Legacy Award to Hector “Tingo San” Ar-
mando Quiroz Jr., the Lifetime Legacy 
Award to Rodolfo Weeks and the title of 
Madrina of the Parade to Maria L. Pinnock 
Earle. Additional honorees recognized for 
their ongoing contributions included Cheryl 
John for labor leadership and community 
advocacy, Alberto “Beto” Smith for heri-
tage preservation, Daniel Alberto Cortina-
Gómez for cultural leadership, Derek Lash-
ley for distinguished public service, Gabriel 
Giovanni Bethune for artistic excellence 
and Suzette Jules-Jack for humanitarian 
service.

For community members, the two events 
carried complementary meanings: while 
the street sign gives Panamanian history 
a permanent place in Brooklyn’s physical 
landscape, the annual parade keeps that his-
tory visible through music, movement and 
collective celebration. Together, Little Pan-
ama Way and the 31st annual parade un-
derscored the community’s continuing role 
in the borough’s identity, offering younger 
generations an enduring reminder that Pan-
amanian heritage remains an essential part 
of Brooklyn’s story.
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COVID-19, Flu, and RSV can cause serious 
illness and make you sick for days or even 
weeks. The good news is there are many ways 
to protect what matters most.

WEAR A MASK

WASH YOUR HANDS 
OFTEN 

GET VACCINATED 

STAY HOME WHEN SICK

COVER YOUR COUGHS & SNEEZES

Less sick time.
More together time.

Visit nyc.gov/dontmissout 
for more information.
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Celebrating a Major Housing Milestone
East New York

By Bristol Hendrix
A long-awaited transformation of East New York’s housing 

landscape reached a major milestone on Thursday, October 
15th, as state and city leaders gathered on Flatlands Avenue 
to celebrate the opening of 385 new, permanently affordable 
apartments.

The politically, star-studded ribbon-cutting ceremony 
brought together Governor Kathy Hochul, Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani, Congressman Hakeem Jeffries, Councilman Chris 
Banks, Brooklyn Borough President Antonio Reynoso, As-
semblywoman Nikki Lucas and State Senator Roxanne Per-
saud. Also, at the center of the celebration was Reverend A.R. 
Bernard, founder and senior pastor of Christian Cultural Cen-
ter (CCC), whose vision helped bring the ambitious develop-
ment to life.

The occasion marked the completion of Phase 1A of Inno-
vative Urban Village, a $270 million development designed to 
provide more than housing. The goal is to create a community 
where residents can live, work, raise their families and access 
essential services without leaving their neighborhood.

Located on CCC’s 10.5-acre campus, the completed devel-
opment is expected to include nearly 2,000 affordable apart-
ments across 10 buildings, along with child care facilities, job 
training programs, neighborhood retail stores and recreational 
spaces.

The celebration also marked the beginning of construction 
on Phase 1B, which will add another 453 affordable apart-
ments. Together, the two phases represent 838 homes either 
completed or under construction.

For East New York families struggling with rising rents 
and the increasing cost of living, the development represents 
an opportunity to remain in a neighborhood they have called 
home for generations.

“Today, we’re celebrating a huge milestone for the East 

New York community,” Hochul said, emphasizing the impor-
tance of investing in housing that supports working families.

The 385 apartments completed during Phase 1A will serve 
households earning between 30 and 80 percent of the Area 
Median Income. Of those apartments, 94 have been desig-
nated as supportive housing for individuals and families tran-
sitioning out of homelessness or recovering from domestic 
violence.

For Bernard, the project has always been about more than 
constructing apartment buildings. “Innovative Urban Village 
grew from a belief that housing should be connected to the full 
range of resources people and families need to thrive,” he said.

The project dates back to 2018, when CCC selected Go-
tham Organization as its development partner. Following 
years of planning and community outreach, the development 
secured city land-use approvals in 2022.

Lucas praised the project for helping working families re-
main in East New York, while Banks highlighted its benefits 
for seniors and working class residents who have watched 
housing costs increase throughout Brooklyn.

Mamdani pointed to the development as an example of 
what can happen when government agencies, private devel-
opers and community institutions work together to address the 
city’s housing challenges.

The project is supported through public and private financ-
ing, including investments from New York State Homes and 
Community Renewal, city housing agencies and financial 
institutions.

But the work is far from finished.
Phase 1B is expected to bring additional apartments, child 

care facilities, retail opportunities and a neighborhood play-
ground. Future phases will include a performing arts center, 
three acres of publicly accessible green space and pedestrian 
walkways connecting the campus to surrounding streets.

For a neighborhood that has experienced decades of disin-
vestment and growing concerns about displacement, Innova-
tive Urban Village represents a significant investment in its 
future.

For now, 385 completed apartments, hundreds more under-
way and a vision years in the making have given East New 
York residents something tangible to celebrate.

Elected officials, clergy and community leaders celebrate 
the opening of the first phase of the Innovative Urban 

Village at the Christian Cultural Center in East New York 
on October 15th.

A rendering offers a glimpse of the planned residential 
buildings and open spaces at Innovative Urban Village. The 

development is designed to combine affordable housing 
with child care facilities, job training, neighborhood retail 

and recreational amenities. 
Photo Credit: Practice for Architecture and Urbanism
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By Robert Pearl
At a recent gathering at Lindenwood Diner, 

Norman “Sayf” Ramsay met with friends, family, 
neighbors, supporters and members of Brooklyn’s 
Republican and Conservative parties as he made 
his case for representing the 60th Assembly District 
(AD 60). The meet-and-greet offered residents an 
opportunity to speak with the candidate about the 
challenges facing their communities and his propos-
als for addressing them.

Ramsay's opponent is Democratic incumbent 
Nikki Lucas in a district encompassing Browns-
ville, East New York and Canarsie. His campaign 
emphasizes public safety, affordability, home-
owner protections, employment opportunities and 
government accountability.   He is challenging the 
political status quo and the entrenched Democratic 

establishment, calling for safer neighborhoods, 
better schools, affordable living, good paying jobs, 
thriving small businesses, stronger families and 
real economic opportunity.

He is asking voters not to vote party labels but to 
consider a new positive direction to empower com-
munities to build a better future for families and 
children.   Ramsay is fighting for real change and 
believes his district deserves more than decades of 
broken promises and failed leadership.

But Ramsay’s candidacy is also rooted in a per-
sonal story of redemption. Drawing on difficult 
lessons from his past, he says his community work 
through BK5860, Inc., Sayf Haven and the Alter-
natives to Violence Project reflects his belief that 
people deserve opportunities to rebuild their lives.

His longtime professional nickname, “Sayf,” has 
taken on additional meaning through Sayf Haven, 
against violence — his vision of a protective sanc-
tuary where young people can find constructive op-
portunities, and seniors can feel safer and supported.

Q&A: Meet Norman “Sayf” Ramsay
Q: What inspired you to run for the Assembly, 

and how has your personal journey shaped your 
leadership?

Ramsay: The turning point came when my grand-
father passed away while I was incarcerated. I was 
unable to attend his funeral or be there for my fami-
ly. That experience forced me to confront the conse-
quences of my decisions and understand the impor-
tance of family, responsibility and accountability.

I could not change my past, but I made a decision 
that my past would not control the rest of my life.

Through community service, I want to demon-
strate that redemption is possible. I believe people 
should be judged not only by where they have been, 
but also by what they learn, how they change and 
what they contribute to others.

Q: What have you witnessed in AD 60 that con-
vinces you change is needed?

Ramsay: I have seen hopelessness created by 
a lack of awareness, opportunity and confidence. 
Through free clothing distributions, violence pre-
vention workshops, tax assistance and community 
programs, I have encountered people with tremen-
dous potential who simply do not know where to 
turn.

We need job training, apprenticeships, financial 
education, youth mentorship and meaningful second 
chances. Assistance should be a bridge to indepen-
dence, not a substitute for it.

I also believe every neighborhood deserves atten-
tion. Homeowners, seniors, small businesses and 
residents outside NYCHA developments deserve 
responsive government, just as NYCHA residents 
deserve safe housing and effective services.

Q: What would you do differently from the cur-
rent political leadership?

Ramsay: I want to replace promises with measur-
able results. Through a proposed District 60 Com-
munity Accountability Report, I would publish up-
dates on constituent complaints, agency contacts, 
funding requests, legislation and progress.

I respect the responsibility of anyone elected to 
represent the district. But residents deserve to know 
what their representatives have accomplished, 
which proposals have advanced and what remains 
unresolved.

My commitment is to make legislative work vis-
ible and accountable.

Q: Your platform includes several proposed legis-
lative initiatives. What are your priorities?

Ramsay: My H.O.M.E. Act would address deed 
theft, property fraud and homeowner protection, 
helping families preserve their homes and genera-

Norman Ramsay Brings Redemption, Community Service and an Affordability Agenda to AD 60 Race



October 22, 2026	 Canarsie Courier	 11

tional wealth.
My S.A.F.E. Seniors Act would focus on pro-

tecting older residents from financial exploitation, 
abuse and housing displacement.

My O.P.E.N. Act — Opportunity Pathways & Em-
ployment Now Act — would connect residents with 
workforce training, apprenticeships, entrepreneur-
ship and employment. I would pursue partnerships 
with organizations including Brownsville Culinary 
Center, Taylor Made for a King, National Medical 
Professionals and NYC Workforce1.

I also envision Vanguard Digital as a proposed 
initiative offering computer literacy, artificial intel-
ligence education and technology training.

Through my proposed S.H.I.E.L.D. Act, I would 
address violence prevention and community safety. 
I would also seek stronger coordination among law 
enforcement, housing agencies and community or-
ganizations.

Q: How would you tackle affordability and help 
residents remain in their homes?

Ramsay: We need meaningful property tax relief, 
utility affordability measures and stronger protec-
tions against deed theft and displacement.

I would work with Con Edison, National Grid and 
relevant assistance agencies to establish community 
enrollment sessions at least two days a week. Resi-
dents could receive help understanding available 
discounts, completing applications and following 
up on benefits for which they qualify.

Government assistance means little if people can-
not access it. I want to measure success by actual 
outcomes: households receiving utility discounts, 
seniors obtaining property tax relief and homeown-
ers receiving protection.

Q: What is your response to questions surround-
ing Assemblywoman Nikki Lucas and Brooklyn 
Democratic Party leadership?

Ramsay: Accountability and transparency are 
essential regardless of political party. Reports con-
cerning disputed legal bills and the court challenge 
involving party leadership deserve clear answers, 
while allegations and disputed claims must be dis-
tinguished from established facts and resolved 
through appropriate legal processes.

My concern is that political disputes should not 

overshadow the needs of AD 60 residents. Housing 
security, senior protection, public safety and eco-
nomic opportunity must remain priorities.

Q: Why should voters consider your candidacy, 
and what would you do first if elected?

Ramsay: I believe in strong families, protecting 
generational wealth, lower taxes, limited but effec-
tive government and public safety that protects our 
neighborhoods.

My first priorities would be protecting home-
owners, making life more affordable for seniors 
and working families, and creating opportunities 
through job training, apprenticeships and second-
chance employment.

I would seek bipartisan support, prepare legis-
lation early and keep residents informed about its 
progress. I would measure my work by results, not 
simply by the number of bills introduced.

I believe in strong families, safe streets, economic 
independence and a government that respects tax-
payers while remaining accountable to the people 
it serves.

For Ramsay, the campaign brings his personal 
transformation and involvement into the political 
arena, while pursuing a practical legislative agenda 
that gives residents renewed hope and restores con-
fidence that their concerns will be heard.

As Early Voting kicks off on October 24th to No-
vember 1st and the November 3rd General Election 
approaches, Ramsay is asking voters to consider his 
record of community outreach, proposed policies 
and his commitment to accountability as they de-
cide who will represent Assembly District 60.

To learn more about the campaign and support 
Norman Ramsay, visit https://ramsay4assembly.
com/.
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Haunts and Haints Take Over Community for Halloween
Marine Park

By Amanda Salazar
As the nights grow longer and the days grow colder, 

as the year wanes to an end, homes across the Marine 
Park community light up for the season.

Orange twinkle lights rim houses and spill over 
bushes. Jack-o’-lanterns with jaunty grins illuminate 
front stoops. And colorful projections dance over 
house facades.

A walk around the neighborhood — particularly 
Fillmore Avenue, Avenue S, East 38th Street and East 
35th Street — will both delight and frighten, with 
homes all decked out in Halloween decorations. As the 
days pass closer to the 31st, more and more homes are 
putting out ghastly décor.

Blow-up ghouls greet passersby in the form of 
ghosts, haunted trees, black cats, scary clowns, spell-
casting witches and more. Twelve-foot skeletons form 
armies on front yards, climb onto rooftops and even 
walk skeleton dogs.

Plastic zombies force their way out of garden beds, 
hands reaching up to the darkened sky. Animatronic 
werewolves and grim reapers reach through the veil to 
interact with the living.

Be sure to check out these spooky scenes before 
Halloween ends, whether by taking a nighttime stroll, 
a festive drive around the neighborhood or bringing 
kids trick-or-treating in the area.
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646-704-1062
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Free Estimates
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By Amanda Salazar
The first meeting of the Mill Basin Civic Association 

(MBCA) since the summer break touched on a number 
of community issues, including crime, data centers and 
the upcoming election.

Held on Tuesday, October 13th, at the Thomas Jeffer-
son Democratic Club, at 5809 Avenue T, 63rd Precinct 
Sergeant Barry Luna, who handles quality of life issues 
during the overnight shift, spoke about two crime issues 
that attendees were most concerned with: illegal dollar 
vans and young adults recklessly driving mopeds.

Dollar vans are an illegal operation in which van 
owners offer rides along public bus routes for less than 
the bus fare, typically charging $1 per ride, hence the 
name. This has been an issue for decades in and around 
Mill Basin, especially along Flatbush, Ralph and Utica 
Avenues. Meeting attendees noted that the drivers of-

ten dump trash and containers of their urine onto the 
streets and sidewalks where they park, and some even 
sleep overnight in their vans.

“It’s hard to really address that because you take one, 
and four more pop up,” Luna said. “But we do our best. 
We are out there towing cars, and we are addressing it.”

Officers will arrest dollar van drivers if they are 
caught driving with suspended licenses or fake license 
plates.

Luna explained that the NYPD does monthly opera-
tions with the Taxi and Limousine Commission to try 
to catch dollar vans but that the drivers leave the area as 
soon as they see the officers coming. While officers do 
successfully catch some drivers, the majority are able 
to evade being pulled over by parking in other areas.

He said it can also be hard to tow the vans, as tow 
companies often don’t want to store them as they take 

up a lot of space in the tow lots.
Another issue residents are currently concerned 

about is an increase in teenagers and young adults 
driving wildly on mopeds. They’ve been known to do 
wheelies in the middle of the street, drive the wrong 
way up roads and even rush at cars. Their disruptive 
behavior extends beyond their driving, as they have 
been seen setting fires close to houses, throwing rocks 
at the elderly and tossing hot coffee onto toddlers at the 
local parks.

Both the sergeant and MBCA board members said 
that they’re aware of which kids have been causing the 
issue. They said it’s a co-ed group of kids ages 16 to 20 
from Bergen Beach, including some sibling pairs.

Two of the kids were arrested over the summer, but 
the issues persist. Neighbors in Bergen Beach and Mill 
Basin have posted photos and videos of the kids on so-
cial media, calling their families out. Police will confis-
cate the mopeds if they’re missing license plates or are 
illegally chained to poles, but officers are not allowed 
to get into car chases with the bikes to make an arrest 
as the behavior is in progress.

“Something tragic is going to happen,” MBCA Cor-
responding Secretary Christina Caputo said. “And, un-
fortunately, we have to just wait and let the ship wreck.”

State Senator Kevin Parker attended the meeting, 
making it his first visit to the MBCA. As the chair of 
the Energy and Telecommunications Committee, he 
spoke about data centers and battery storage facilities.

The state government passed a one-year moratorium 
on data centers, which blocks them from being built 
within the state. Parker explained that this will give 
state legislators time to learn more about the impacts 
data centers have on the power grid, water supply and 
environment, before having to write legislation.

Data centers are warehouses that contain the massive 
computers that run artificial intelligence programs. 
They’re detrimental to the environment due to the 
extreme amount of energy needed to run the comput-
ers and water needed to cool the computers — which 
could reduce the amount of power and water available 
to state residents. The centers would essentially need 
their own power plants producing sustainable energy 
to keep them running, Parker said.

This led to a discussion on battery storage facilities, 
which are necessary to store sustainable energy. A num-
ber of these facilities are being built in the community, 
causing resident concerns over fire risks.

Fires caused by these facilities can be difficult to con-
tain, but Parker noted that the FDNY has put together 
a list of standards and guidelines for handling battery-
storage fires and is well equipped to handle any issues, 
however unlikely they are to occur.

“Your stove in your house right now is more likely to 
blow up than an energy storage facility,” Parker said.

Assemblywoman Jaime Williams reminded attend-
ees about the General Election on Tuesday, November 
3rd. Early voting will be from Saturday, October 24th 
through Sunday, November 1st. She will be running for 
reelection on both the Democrat and Republican party 
lines.

Williams urged constituents research the five ballot 
proposals before they vote, as they will affect city 
procedures to approve street projects, contracting and 
building permits. She opposes all the proposals, as 
she feels they will reduce community input on deci-
sions (ironically, Parker said he approves most of the 
proposals).

“When you get your ballots, please turn it over, take 
your time and read them,” Williams said. “Because the 
last time around when these questions were there, they 
were passed.”

The next MBCA meeting will be on Tuesday, No-
vember 10th, at 6:30 p.m. at the Thomas Jefferson 
Democratic Club.

Mill Basin Civic Hosts First Meeting Since Summer Break
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1DETAILS OF OFFER: Offer expires 12/31/2026. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Buy one (1) window or entry/patio door, get one (1) window or entry/patio 
door 40% off, and 12 months no money down, no monthly payments, no interest when you purchase four (4) or more windows or entry/patio doors between 10/1/2026 and 
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installments based on terms disclosed in the � nancing agreement. Financing is provided by various � nancial institutions without regard to age, race, color, religion, national origin, 
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One Brooklyn Health Celebrates 16th Annual Gospel Fest
By Bristol Hendrix

Faith, music and community came together, as One 
Brooklyn Health (OBH) hosted its 16th Annual Gos-
pel Fest at Brookdale Hospital Medical Center on Sun-
day, October 18th.

The celebration, hosted by Pastor Gil Monrose and 
held at Brookdale's auditorium at 555 Rockaway Park-
way, highlighted the important connection between 
physical health, spiritual wellness and the community 
relationships that have supported Central Brooklyn 
families for generations.

For 16 years, Gospel Fest has provided an opportu-
nity for healthcare professionals, church leaders and 
residents to come together outside the traditional hos-
pital setting. The annual event celebrates the power of 
music and faith while strengthening the bond between 
OBH and the communities it serves.

One of the event's highlights was the OBH Gospel 
Choir, featuring employees from the healthcare sys-
tem's three hospitals: Brookdale Hospital Medical 
Center, Interfaith Medical Center and Kingsbrook 
Jewish Medical Center.

These healthcare workers are accustomed to spend-
ing their days caring for patients, supporting families 
and responding to medical needs. Gospel Fest offered 
an opportunity for them to showcase their musical tal-
ents and connect with residents in a different setting.

The program also featured local gospel artists and 
community choirs, reflecting the rich musical tra-
ditions and strong faith-based connections found 
throughout Brooklyn.

For OBH, Gospel Fest represents more than an af-
ternoon of entertainment. It is part of the hospital sys-
tem's continuing commitment to addressing the needs 
of the whole person, recognizing that health and well-
ness extend beyond medical treatment.

Churches and faith-based organizations have his-
torically played an important role in Central Brooklyn, 
providing food assistance, counseling, educational 
programs and other resources to families in need. By 
working closely with these organizations, healthcare 
providers can reach residents who may otherwise face 
barriers to accessing medical services.

Gospel Fest helps maintain those relationships while 
creating an atmosphere where healthcare profession-
als and community members can celebrate their shared 
commitment to wellness.

The annual celebration has also earned national rec-
ognition. OBH received a Gold Anthem Award for 
Community Impact, recognizing the program's efforts 
to bring people together and promote health through 
community engagement.

The event began years ago as Unity Gospel Fest at 
Kingsbrook. Through the years, it evolved into a larger 
celebration involving employees and community part-
ners throughout the OBH system.

The healthcare network was established to preserve 
and strengthen medical services in Central Brooklyn, 
bringing together Brookdale, Interfaith and Kings-
brook under one system.

For families living in Canarsie, Brownsville, East 
Flatbush and neighboring communities, these insti-
tutions have remained an important part of the local 
healthcare landscape.

As OBH marked another year of Gospel Fest, the 
celebration served as a reminder that hospitals are 
more than places where people receive treatment. 
They are also community institutions capable of bring-
ing people together through shared experiences, cul-
ture and faith.

Sixteen years later, Gospel Fest continues to re-
inforce a simple message: caring for a community 
means supporting its physical, emotional and spiritual 
well-being.
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Annual Lustgarten Pancreatic Cancer Walk Honors Joanne Bell
Marine Park

By Kari Lleras
The cold, fall rain didn’t keep teams, families and 

friends from walking in honor of their loved ones at 
the 16th Annual Lustgarten Pancreatic Cancer Re-
search Walk in Marine Park on Sunday, October 11th. 
The purple ponchos that were given to volunteers and 
walkers brought color on the dreary day.

Geena Bell-Partnow has hosted the annual walk ev-
ery year, for 16 years, in honor of her beloved mother, 
Joanne Bell, who passed from pancreatic cancer in 
2010. The event would not be possible without her 
father, Burt Bell, who DJ’d the event; her husband, 
Brandon Partnow; and her in-laws by her side.

The warm bagels, pastries and coffee were welcom-
ing at the chilly 8:30 a.m. opening where the amaz-
ing community donations and raffle prizes could be 
viewed. Some of the items included several mani-
cures from Posh Spa II, gift certificates from Dolce 
Vita, Brooklyn Roots and other restaurants, and signed 
memorabilia from Hobby Box.

Another tent offered warm hoodies along with other 
must-have items for a suggested contribution. All prof-
its went directly to the Lustgarten Foundation Pancre-
atic Cancer Research.

Once important raffle decisions were made, walkers 
found their way into the Carmine Carro Community 
Center, at 3000 Fillmore Avenue, to keep dry from the 
rain, enjoy their breakfast and prepare for the three-
quarter mile track walk. Sydney Carlin from Slope 
Fitness in Park Slope got the crowd warmed up and 
limber with some Zumba moves, ready for their laps 
around Marine Park.

Before the walk, Molly Edrich, specialist, External 
and Community Relations from Lustgarten Pancreatic 
Cancer Research, addressed the crowd about the ad-
vancements that are being made to help patients live 
longer and more comfortably.

Community Board 18 District Manager Sue Ann 
Partnow shared some touching words about all the 
things the late Joanne Bell and she could have taught 
each other if they had the opportunity to meet. She 
also acknowledged the fact that everyone standing in 
the rain had lost an opportunity, someone they loved, 
making the walk a special moment.

“We are not only remembering those who were 
loved and lost, but we are also standing together in 
the hope that through research and continued support, 
other families will not have to experience the same 
heartbreak,” Partnow said.

This year's walk included seven teams, 87 partici-
pants, 194 donors and raised $13, 624 of their $20,000 
goal. The walk has raised $381,000 since it started.

Pancreatic cancer is one of the toughest cancers to 
detect and treat. There is momentum in the research 
and breakthroughs with medication. The teams, fami-
lies, volunteers and supporters that show up and walk 
in remembrance of someone beloved help raise aware-
ness and contribute to research for patient survival.

Group pose before the countdown to the start of the 16th Annual Lustgarten Pancreatic Cancer Walk on 
Sunday, October 11th, in Marine Park.

Geena Bell-Partnow and Beth Rocco pose with raffle 
prizes from generous supporters at the 16th Annual 
Lustgarten Pancreatic Cancer Walk in Marine Park.
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Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking. (347) 238-9326
Canarsie: Extra large, furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets. (347) 
644-7635
Canarsie: Unfurnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, near transpor-
tation, $800 monthly, all utilities in-
cluded. (917) 274-7714
Northeast Bronx: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets, near 
shopping/transportation,$260 weekly. 
(347) 513-9011
E Flatbush: Large, furnished, no pets/
smoking, share kitchen/bath, near 
shopping/transportation/laundry, 
$1,000 monthly. (347) 278-4983
Spring Creek: Unfurnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, $1,000 
monthly. (646) 361-6021
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, near transpor-
tation/shopping. (646) 505-7577
Canarsie: Spacious Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, near 
transportation/shopping. (347) 382-5408
Canarsie/E93/Flatlands: Furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, hardwood floors, 
no pets, smoking ok, $1,000. Owner 
(718) 360-6592
Mill Basin: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $300 weekly. 
(646) 610-0823

Barbey/Flatlands near Gateway Mall: 
Clean Furnished , share kitchen/bath, 
no pets/smoking, all utilities, WiFi & 
Cable included, serious people, $1250 
monthly, (718) 419-9199
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, $980 monthly. 
(929) 340-1527
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, $900 monthly. 
(516) 725-2669
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $250 weekly, 
cable & WIFI included, near transpor-
tation. (646) 450-3126
OMB: Renovated Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, utili-
ties included, 2 weeks rent & security. 
(347) 453-7962; (347) 742-9828
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, $875 monthly. (347) 355-2945
Canarsie: Unfurnished, excellent con-
dition, all utilities included, $1,000. 
Broker (347)471-5034
Canarsie: Unfurnished, excellent con-
dition, private bath, share kitchen, all 
utilities included, no pets/smoking, 
$1,300. Broker (347) 471-5034

ACTION CLASSIFIED
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

COOP FOR SALE

Canarsie
Small supermarket asking 
$80K.  Grossing $28K monthly.  
Rent is $5,300 a month. 

Brooklyn Real Property
(631) 697-7258

ROOMS FOR RENT

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Marine Park
Huge corner unit, 3 bedroom, 
1 bath on the 1st floor. Ap-
proximately 1,000 Sqft. Close 
to shopping, recreation center, 
parks and transportation (B3 
and B31 buses). Low common 
charges ($866.17), live-in su-
per. A must see!

Brooklyn Real Property
(631) 697-7258

ROOMS FOR RENT

E Flatbush/E 35 Street
Large 1 BR, beautiful hardwood 
floors throughout, EIK, indoor 
parking, Ready To Go!!, Price 
Reduced $190,000. Seller of-
fering $5,000 towards closing 
costs.

L J Estates
(917) 294-0612

Canarsie
Studio condo, all newly reno-
vated, commercial unit, All 
Vacant,maintenance $200, 
Reduced to $160,000, 
Ready To Go!!

L J Estates
(917) 294-0612

SPACE AVAILABLE

Canarsie
Brand new 1500 square ft. five 
rooms, office space, ideal for 
Medical or professional use.

Call Charlie 
(718) 915-5121

Work Desk
Desk Space to work for rent: 
High Speed WiFi, Access to 
printer/copier, Client waiting 
area, Professional Enironment, 
Receptionist Support (When 
Available).

FMM Premier Properties
Cell (917) 561-8120

Phone (718) 968-0029
Email:fmmpremier@gmail.com

Old Mill Basin
2 BR, 1 bath upper corner Co-
op. Large kitchen with cabinet 
space and counters. Spacious 
living room and dining combo. 
Large bedrooms and updated 
bath. Attic space for dry storage 
only. $988.75 monthly mainte-
nance includes all utilities. A/c, 
d/w, washer,dryer, for additional 
fee. Near to all transportation, 
shopping, schools $315,000.

Bright Horizons Realty
(718) 615-1441

ROOMS FOR RENT
Newkirk/E29: NEWLY RENO-
VATED LARGE UNFURNISHED, 
HUGE walk in closet, HWF's, street 
view, near transportation, B8, B41, 
B44, B103 buses, & #2 & #5 trains, 
$900. Curtis Chance Realty (718) 859-
7300; (917) 679-3017
Canarsie: Newly renovated, furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, w/1 person, no 
pets/smoking, $1,200 monthly. (347) 
860-4165
Remsen/Winthrop: Furnished, newly 
renovated, share kitchen/bath, utili-
ties included, no smoking/pets, $950 
monthly. Exit All Seasons RE (347) 
782-8571
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen, 
dining and bathroom with couple, 
second floor, no smoking/pets. Quiet, 
utilities, W2 required, $1,200 utilities 
included, Text (347) 578-4130
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $280 weekly. 
(917) 538-0621
E Flatbush/E32: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets, large 
closet, refrigerator, queen size bed, 
big window, $900 monthly negotiable. 
(646) 571-5851
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, near transportation, no smoking/
pets, proof of income. (347) 254-4089
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, near transpor-
tation/shopping. (718) 781-3448
Crown Heights: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking.  (718) 781-
7852
Canarsie/E93/Flatlands: Furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, no pets, smoking 
ok, $900 monthly includes all utilities. 
Owner (718) 360-6592

CONDO FOR SALE
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ACTION CLASSIFIED
E Flatbush: Studio, excellent condi-
tion, all utilities included, no pets/
smoking,$1,400. Broker (347) 471-
5034
Canarsie/Flatbush: Studio, near 
transportation/shopping,no smok-
ing/pets, $1,650 monthly. M P Re-
alty (646) 474-6640
Flatlands/Flatbush Area: Quiet 
Large Studio, ground floor, utilities 
included, no smoking/drinking/pets. 
Asking $1,495. (917) 809-0443
Avenue L/E38: NEWLY CON-
STRUCTED STUDIO, everything 
new,central air conditioning, new 
STAINLESS STEEL APPLIANC-
ES, near shopping/transportation, 
B41, Q35, #2 & # 5 trains, $1,650 
monthly, gas & electric included. 
Curtis Chance Realty (718) 859-
7300; (917) 679-3017
Canarsie/Flatlands 5 Street: Lovely 
studio apartment, quiet residential 
neighborhood, $1,650 all utilities 
included. Broker (718) 810-2218
Glenwood/E77: COMPLETELY 
RENOVATED STUDIO, HWF's, 
NEW APPLIANCES, near transpor-
tation, B6, B103, B82, $1,450 gas 
& electric included. Curtis Chance 
Realty (718) 859-7300; (917) 679-
3017
Canarsie: 1 BR, fully renovated, 
$2,100. FMM Premier Proper-
ties Office (718) 968-0029 Omar 
(718)825-6034 Juliet (917) 561-
8120
Avenue D/E56: RENOVATED 1 
BR, LARGE living room, NEW 
kitchen & appliances, NEAR trans-
portation, B8, B17, buses, $1,950 
gas & electric included, Curtis 
Chance Realty (718) 859-7300; 
(917) 679-3017
OMB: Very Quiet Area, 1 BR, near 
Park, $1,850 monthly. Broker (347) 
880-3680
E Flatbush/E92: Newly renovated 1 
BR, near transportation/shopping, 
Owner (646) 270-2637
Kings Highway/Avenue J: COM-
PLETELY RENOVATED, EXTRA 
LARGE 2 BRs, LARGE living 
room, EIK, HWF's, NEW APPLI-
ANCES, GRANITE COUNTER-
TOPS, near transportation, $2,400. 
Curtis Chance Realty (718) 859-
7300 (917) 679-3017
ENY: 2 BRs, very good condition, 
$2,300. Broker (347) 471-5034
Bergen Beach: Newly renovated, 2 
BRs, $2,800. Exit All Seasons RE 
(646) 623-8018
Mill Basin: Newly renovated 2 BR, 
havac, boiler for heating, backyard, 
dish washer, washing machine, dry-
er, hot water not included, $3,400 
neg. (917) 225-9953
Canarsie: 2 BR, near transportation, 
Move In Condition, $2,600. Broker 
(917) 690-0541
E29/Foster: COMPLETELY reno-
vated 3 BRs, 2 baths, LARGE living 
room with dining area, HWF's, one 
block from #2 & #5 trains, B8, B44, 
B49, B103 buses, close to shopping, 
$2,950. Curtis Chance Realty (718) 
859-7300; (917) 679-3017

Flatlands: 3 BRs, excellent condi-
tion, large living & dining room, 
totally new, nice balcony, $3,500. 
Broker (347) 471-5034
Canarsie: Newly renovated 3 BRs, 
$2,850. Exit All Seasons RE (347) 
782-8571
Sheepshead Bay: Newly renovated 
X-large 3 BR, 2 full baths, HWFs, 
$3,300. Broker (347) 393-9403
Flatlands/Fountain: Fully renovated 
3 BRs, fully 1 1/2 bathroom, near 
transportation/shopping, $3,700 
monthly, Ready To Move In! (917) 
442-0592
Rosedale/Queens: 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
near transportation, $3,600, Pro-
grams Accepted!. M P Realty- 
Leonard (646) 474-6640
Brownsville: Spacious 3 BRs, heat 
& hot water included, lots of closet 
space included, EIK, near transpor-
tation. $3,300. Broker (917) 574-
1931
Canarsie: Beautiful 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
near L train/Canarsie Pier, $3,200. 
Broker (347) 880-3680
E Flatbush: Newly renovated 3 
BRs, hardwood floors throughout, 
new appliances, Vouchers welcome, 
$3,600. (718) 922-7700

UNFURNISHED APTUNFURNISHED APT
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UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

NO WAIT
TIME

Walk in for your
immediate medical care

Accepting 
ALL Insurance

X-rays
Pediatric Care

Excel Urgent Care of Marine Park
4108 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11234 • 718.252.2581 • excel-urgentcare.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm • Weekends 9am-4pm

NEED A 
DOCTOR?


