
Visit Our Website
www.canarsiecourier.com

Including coverage of the beautiful Jamaica Bay Waterfront Communities of
• Canarsie • Marine Park • Mill Basin • Georgetown • Gerritsen Beach • Bergen Beach •

• Kings Plaza • Sheepshead Bay • Flatlands • Flatbush • East New York • Spring Creek • Brownsville •

1142 East 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236 • Tel: 1-718-257-0600 • Fax: 1-718-272-0870 • Email: CanarsieC@aol.com

Vol. 106 No. 42	 Thursday, October 15, 2026	              20 Pages   $1

www.facebook.com/canarsie.courier twitter.com/canarsiecourier @canarsiecourier

Celebrating 105 Years Of Publishing Excellence

Story on page 10

Public Arts Festival At Floyd Bennett Field

Photo by Kari Lleras



2	 Canarsie Courier	 October 15, 2026 

SECTIONS

IN THIS ISSUE

An Independent Newspaper Since 1921
We are not affiliated with any other
news organization or publication.

Donna Marra
Publisher

Alessandro Marra Jr.
Business Manager

Linda Steinmuller
Editor In Chief

Amanda Salazar
Editorial Assistant

Lynn Gerbino and Eileen Melecio
Classifieds

Loretta Chin, Melissa Clark, Brenda Cox, 
Bristol Hendrix, Kari Lleras, Vincent Marra, 

Brian Moreno, Dara Mormile, Angela Nannetti 
and Robert Pearl

Writers

Arthur De Gaeta, Darryl C. Madison, 
Lloyd Mitchell, Ellis Washington 

and Michael Wright
Photographers

Serving Canarsie, Marine Park, Mill Basin,
Georgetown, Bergen Beach, Kings Plaza,

East New York, Flatlands, Flatbush, Gerritsen
Beach, Sheepshead Bay, Spring Creek

& Brownsville
Canarsie Courier Publications Inc.

1142 East 92nd Street, Brooklyn, NY 11236
Tel: 1-718-257-0600 • Fax: 1-718-272-0870

e-mail: canarsiec@aol.com
www.canarsiecourier.com

Established by Walter S. Patrick and
Lester J. Stillwell on April 22, 1921

Reorganized by Walter S. Patrick in 1923

Business Directory......12

Action Classified.........18

The Canarsie Courier (USPS 088-040) is published weekly by the Canarsie Courier Publications Inc., 1142 E. 92nd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11236. Subscriptions are $25 per year in Brooklyn ($50 everywhere else). U.S. periodicals postage paid at 
Brooklyn, New York.Postmaster: Send address changes to Canarsie Courier, 1142 E. 92nd Street, Brooklyn, N.Y. 11236. Subscriptions are nonrefundable and payable in advance. The Canarsie Courier reserves the right to edit, classify, index, or 
reject any and all material (copy, ads, photos, letters,etc.) not consistent with the policies of this publication. All articles, letters, pictures, advertisements and other materials herein are the exclusive property of Canarsie Courier Publications Inc. and 
may not be reproduced without written permission of the Publisher. All materials contained herein are copyrighted ©2011 by Canarsie Courier Publications Inc. Views of columnists contained herein are their own, and do not necessarily reflect the 
opinions or principles of the owners of the Canarsie Courier. The advertisements in the Canarsie Courier are, to the best of our knowledge, accurate representations of the products and services offered. However, no endorsement by the Canarsie 
Courier is intended or implied. All ads are read back to the advertiser, who is responsible for checking the published ad after the first insertion. Credit will only be given for the space occupied by the error for the first week. Credit will not be given 
after first insertion for any reason. Only original contest and sweepstakes coupons will be accepted. Prizes must be claimed in person by the winner no later than 14 days from the date of publication.

Class Size Law Topic at 
CEC 22 Meeting

Page 6

Attendance and Busing Discussed 
at CEC 18 Meeting

Page 8

OBH Engages the Community 
at Town Hall

Page 11

Sheepshead Bay Educational Campus Celebrates New 
Athletic Field, Track and Scoreboard

New Housing Fast Track Is Coming
By Jibreel Jalloh

What will Canarsie look like 10 years 
from now? Will our children be able to 
afford to live in the neighborhood they 
grew up in? Will our streets, schools, 
parks and infrastructure be prepared for 
a growing community? These questions 
are becoming more urgent as New York 
City prepares to change how housing 
developments are approved.

On October 1st, Mayor Zohran 
Mamdani’s administration announced 
that Brooklyn Community District 18, 
which includes Canarsie and Flatlands, 
is among 12 districts selected for the 
city’s new Affordable Housing Fast 
Track program, beginning January 1, 
2027.

Approved by voters last November, 
the program aims to encourage afford-
able housing development in neighbor-
hoods that have produced relatively 
little. According to the Department 
of City Planning, these 12 districts 
accounted for only about 1% of the 
city’s new affordable housing over the 
past five years.

Under the new rules, qualifying pro-
posals will undergo a 90-day public 
review instead of the traditional seven-
month process. Projects generally must 
reserve 20% to 30% of their residen-
tial floor area as permanently afford-
able. The City Planning Commission 

will make final approval decisions 
rather than the City Council, although 
community boards retain their 60-day 
review period.

For our community, this presents 
opportunities but also serious questions.

What does affordable actually mean? 
The city’s affordability calculations 
rely on Area Median Income, which 
reflects the broader metropolitan area 
rather than Canarsie alone. Will these 
homes truly be within reach of working 
families and seniors? Will young people 
have opportunities not just to rent, but 
also to become homeowners and build 
generational wealth?

In a community where homeowner-
ship has long been a source of pride 
and stability, we must also consider 
families who have invested their sav-
ings and futures here. Canarsie already 
faces challenges involving flooding, 
stormwater runoff and transporta-
tion. Additional housing should come 
with investments in drainage, resilient 
streets, schools, parks and public spaces 
that benefit existing residents and new-
comers alike.

Equally important is who gets to 
shape these decisions. With the City 
Council’s traditional approval role 
removed, Brooklyn Community Board 
18 becomes an especially important 
forum for residents to review propos-

als, raise concerns and make recom-
mendations.

Whatever your position on new devel-
opment, now is the time to become more 
engaged, not less. Attend Community 
Board 18 meetings, ask questions and 
make your voice heard.

Jibreel Jalloh is an award-winning 
organizer and the Founder and Executive 
Director of The Flossy Organization, a 
nonprofit dedicated to closing the advo-
cacy gap through education and activ-
ism. Over the past few years, he has 
helped lead efforts to end gun violence, 
expand public transit and secure invest-
ments in local green spaces. Jibreel is a 
2024–2025 Obama Foundation Scholar 
at Columbia University. Learn more at 
theflossy.org and follow @theflossyorg.

The Sheepshead Bay Educational 
Campus (SBEC) celebrated its 
newly renovated athletic complex on 
Wednesday, October 7th, with a rib-
bon-cutting ceremony attended by 
Councilwoman Mercedes Narcisse 
and NYC Public Schools Deputy 
Chancellor Kevin Moran.

The project replaces a field 
installed in 2000 and includes new 
turf, a track, drainage improvements 
and the campus’s first functioning 
scoreboard since 2002. The facilities 
will serve football, soccer, and track 
and field athletes at SBEC, which 
includes United Charter High School 
for Advanced Math & Science III 
(AMS III) (UCHS), Origins High 
School and Professional Pathways 

High School. The new field is home 
to the defending PSAL 3A champion 
SBEC Sharks football team.

“This investment will shape ath-
letics at SBEC for years to come,” 
Nissi Jonathan, principal of UCHS, 
said. “Our student-athletes pour a 
tremendous amount of time, hard 
work and pride into representing our 
campus, and they deserve facilities 
that reflect that commitment. We 
are especially grateful for Council 
Member Narcisse and Deputy 
Chancellor Moran’s support for this 
renovation and our students.” 

Sharks team captains presented 
Narcisse and Moran with recog-
nition awards and school apparel. 
Following the ceremony, the offi-

cials toured the new field and cam-
pus gymnasium, both renovated with 
their support.

About United Charter High 
Schools

United Charter High Schools 
(UCHS) is a network of seven high-
performing college- and career-
preparatory charter high schools. 
Serving thousands of students in the 
Bronx, Queens and Brooklyn, UCHS 
is one of the largest and most suc-
cessful charter high school networks 
in the city. UCHS fosters critical 
thinking, creativity, collaboration 
and scientific inquiry to equip stu-
dents for success in college, careers 
and life. For more information, 
please visit unitedcharter.org. 

Courtesy of Sheepshead Bay 
Educational Campus

https://tracking.us.nylas.com/l/2918eede1ed242c8a56198af617a5b95/5/403cf0b34f87fe0852bd2fd58788b4e9b3ba6054135069c1ac37f805ec0cc31b?cache_buster=1791486425
https://tracking.us.nylas.com/l/2918eede1ed242c8a56198af617a5b95/5/403cf0b34f87fe0852bd2fd58788b4e9b3ba6054135069c1ac37f805ec0cc31b?cache_buster=1791486425
https://tracking.us.nylas.com/l/2918eede1ed242c8a56198af617a5b95/5/403cf0b34f87fe0852bd2fd58788b4e9b3ba6054135069c1ac37f805ec0cc31b?cache_buster=1791486425
http://unitedcharter.org/


October 15, 2026	 Canarsie Courier	 3

Man Charged in Hit-and-Run Collision

Calabrese
Roofing & Construction

Lic# 1197756
HIC# 0979586/INSURED

• NEW Roofs Installed
• Aluminum & Vinyl Siding 
• All Kinds of Roof Shingles
• Rubberized Roofs 
• Leaders & Gutters 
• Waterproofing
• Interior & Exterior Painting
• Finished Bathrooms & Basements
• ALL CEMENT & BRICK WORK 

24 Hour Emergency 7 Days A week

Joe 718-376-5908

We Speak Italian & Spanish

Free Estimates

http://www.calabreseconstructionny.com

Protect Your Vision 
Medical & Surgical Eyecare 

For The Entire Family 

Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday & Alternate Saturday 

• Cataract Surgery • Glacoma Surgery •
• Laser Sugery • Eyelid Surgery • 

• Diabetes • Neuro Ophthalmology • 

MAJOR INSURANCES ACCEPTED 

SILVIA PAGANELLI- D'AMBROSIO, M.D. 
1452 East 98th Street, Corner of Avenue M 

718-531-0055

Firefighters Battle Stubborn Two Alarm Fire at Junkyard Yet Again

Victim Robbed of Cash and Tech Items Near Remsen Avenue

East Flatbush

By Linda Steinmuller
After an eight-month investigation, a 72-year-

old East New York man was arrested in connection 
to a vehicular collision that resulted in a former 
child star’s death.

Police arrested Michael Griffiths and charged 
him with leaving the scene of an accident resulting 
in death and leaving the scene of an accident with 
injury on Tuesday, September 29th.

On Friday, January 16th, around 6:45 a.m., Ki-
anna Underwood, 33, was crossing Pitkin Avenue 
at Mother Gaston Blvd., within the confines of the 
73rd Precinct, when Griffiths allegedly struck the 
victim while driving a 2021 black Ford Explorer 
(see “Former Child Star Killed in Hit-and-Run,” 

Canarsie Courier, January 22, 2026).
Underwood, who was homeless, was crossing 

Pitkin Avenue within the marked crosswalk but 
against the pedestrian signal. The SUV driver was 
traveling westbound on Pitkin Avenue with the 
green light but crossed the double yellow line to 
pass another vehicle, striking Underwood. As the 
victim was lying on the roadway, she was struck 
by another vehicle. Both drivers fled the location. 
When EMS arrived, Underwood was pronounced 
dead at the scene.

Underwood appeared on Nickelodeon’s All That 
and also performed in the musical, Hairspray, be-
fore falling on tough times.

Photo by Baqir Ahmad

By Linda Steinmuller
The NYPD is looking for two suspects involved in 

a robbery that took place in Canarsie last month. They 
have released footage of the robbers and are asking the 
public’s help in identifying them.

On Thursday, September 17th, at approximately 
11:50 p.m., in the vicinity of Avenue J and Remsen 
Avenue, a 25-year-old female victim was approached 
by two unidentified individuals, as reported to police 
in the 69th Precinct. One of the individuals forcefully 
removed the victim's bag, which contained approxi-
mately $350, sunglasses, a cell phone and an iPad. 
The suspects then fled the location on foot toward East 
89th Steet. The victim was not injured in the process, 
police said.

Anyone with information regarding this robbery is 
asked to call the NYPD’s Crime Stoppers Hotline at 
800-577-TIPS (8477) or for Spanish, 888-57-PISTA 
(74782). The public can also submit their tips by log-
ging onto the Crime Stoppers website at crimestop-
pers.nypdonline.org/ or on X @NYPDTips.  All calls 
are strictly confidential.

By Lloyd Mitchell
Firefighters worked for hours to contain a ware-

house fire at 5885 Preston Court, off of Ralph Avenue, 
on Monday night, October 12th.

Battalion 58, Engine Company 257 and Tower Lad-
der 170 arrived to find heavy smoke and fire showing 
from a large pile of rubbish around 10:15 p.m.

The 58th Battalion transmitted a second alarm so all 
units could operate from a safe position. The choice 
was made to attack the fire from the exterior. In to-
tal, over 100 firefighters used three hose lines and five 
tower ladders to knock down the main body of fire.

The fire was placed under control at 12:05 a.m. 
Tuesday.

The FDNY Fire Marshal’s Office will determine the 
cause and origin of the blaze.
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Community Marks 85th Anniversary of Babi Yar Massacre at Holocaust Memorial Park
Sheepshead Bay

By Robert Pearl
Eighty-five years after tens of thousands of Jews 

were marched to a ravine outside Kyiv, Ukraine and 
murdered by Nazi forces and their collaborators, 
members of Brooklyn’s Jewish community gathered 
at Holocaust Memorial Park, at Emmons Avenue and 
Shore Blvd., on Tuesday, September 29th, to honor the 
victims of Babi Yar.

The commemoration was held at the park’s Babi Yar 
memorial marker, where participants laid flowers, lit 
candles and placed stones in remembrance.

The event was organized by the Association of 
East-European Jewry (AEEJ) and its president, Bella 
Gubenko, who brought together Holocaust survivors, 
descendants of victims and community members.

Among those attending were survivors and mem-
bers of the Association of Holocaust Survivors from 
the Soviet Union, along with Assemblymen Michael 
Novakhov and Alec Brook-Krasny, both themselves 
from the former USSR. Olga Gagliano Fiore repre-
sented State Senator Jessica Scarcella-Spanton, with 
other local community participants.

Many recounted their respective family's stories, 
and the commemoration was deeply personal. Guben-
ko said her father’s relatives were among those mur-
dered at Babi Yar. “This is my family’s tragedy, and 
their memory will always live in our hearts,” she said.  
Others stood in solemn silence, quietly reflecting on 
this horrific massacre, while some recited prayers for 
the deceased.

On September 29 and 30, 1941, Nazi forces and 
their collaborators murdered 33,771 Jews at Babi Yar, 
a ravine on the outskirts of Kyiv. Jewish residents had 
been ordered to assemble and were falsely told they 
were being relocated. Instead, entire families — in-
cluding men, women, children and the elderly — were 
forced to the ravine and shot.

Tens of thousands of additional people, including 
Roma, Soviet prisoners of war and others persecuted 
by the Nazis, were murdered at Babi Yar in the years 
that followed. The site became one of the most endur-
ing symbols of the Holocaust in Ukraine.

At Holocaust Memorial Park, participants fol-
lowed Jewish tradition by placing stones at the me-
morial, while candles and flowers expressed their 
remembrance.

As the number of living Holocaust survivors 
continues to decline, such commemorations take 
on added significance, preserving the memory of 
those who were murdered and passing their stories 
to future generations.

Still confronting the aftermath of October 7th, three 
years later, and a rise in antisemitism, Babi Yar re-
minds us why remembering history matters. We must 
recognize the warning signs of hatred and remain ever 
vigilant to ensure such horrors are never repeated.
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By  Angela G. Nannetti, MS. Ed.
There are 22 schools in District 22 that do not have suffi-

cient space to comply with the Class Size Law.
The mandate, which was passed in 2022, requires that K-3 

classrooms have no more than 20 students and that grade 4-8 
classrooms have no more than 23 students by the 2029–2030 
school year. The requirements scale up by 10% each year, 
with 70% compliance mandated for the current phase.

At their monthly meeting at the District Office, on Tues-
day, October 6th, members of Community District Educa-
tion Council  22 (CEC 22) learned how District 22 is doing 
in terms of compliance with this particular law. They were 
informed that one early childhood center, 13 elementary 
schools, two middle schools, two K-8 schools and four high 
schools do not have enough physical space to comply with the 
law at this time.

As District 22 Executive Director Stamatis Chasabenis 
explained, many of the historically underpopulated school 
districts across the city have found it much easier to attain 
class size reduction rates than more heavily populated ones 
like District 22. He said that District 22 was not as intentional 
about equalizing and stacking last year, where they had op-
portunities to, because they chose to prioritize what was best 
for students instead, which resulted in lower compliance rates.

Chasabenis gave an example of a 1st grade with 66 students 
enrolled.   He explained that breaking the students up into 
classes of 20, 20 and 26 would have improved the District’s 
overall compliance rating because two out of the three classes 
would have been considered compliant. Instead, he said that 
they leaned toward what was better for kids and would break 
students up into 22, 22 and 22 so no one class would be exces-
sively overcrowded, which meant none of the three classes 
would be considered compliant, resulting in a lower rating for 
the District. “This year, we did see improvement,” Chasabenis 
said. “We saw another 10 schools reach 100% compliance, 
and we're continuing toward that 70% goal.”

The group also learned that there is a deficit of 294 District 
75 elementary school seats in District 22.

Superintendent Julia Bove and representatives from the Of-
fice of District Planning agreed that they are focused on ex-
ploring opportunities to address overcrowding and to provide 
schools with additional space.

The next meeting of CEC 22 will be held at 6:30 p.m. on 
Wednesday, November 4th, at the District Office, located at 
5619 Flatlands Avenue.

Insufficient Space Makes Class Size Reduction in District 22 Challenging
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Busing Within District 18 Causing Major 
Issues for Students and Families

By Kari Lleras
The NYC Department of Education has 

been back in session for about a month, 
and busing for special education students 
is still causing a major problem for Dis-
trict 18 families.

They expressed their concerns at the 
Monday, October 5th meeting of the 
Community Education Council for Dis-
trict 18 (CEC 18), held at the District Of-
fice located at 1106 East 95th Street.

District 18 is at 93% with attendance 
data, beating the city undoubtedly with the 
assistance of M.S. 961 Lenox Academy, 
which had 99% students in attendance on 
the first day of school, which happened 
to be a Thursday. Superintendent Celeste 
Terry is competitive and determined to 
make the district’s data beat a Bronx’s 
school record, a school that continually 
breaks District 18’s climbing statistics.

Terry, a Brooklyn native, has contem-
plated how a Bronx school can have su-
perior overall attendance data, and after 
hearing the superintendent’s playful dig, 
“Brooklyn doesn’t have this!,” Terry has 

made attendance a challenge.
Busing continues to be a problem for at-

tendance data. There does not seem to be 
enough bus drivers and qualified matrons 
to accommodate the number of students 
that require the necessary transportation.

Ride shares are being offered, but an 
adult needs to be present, which causes a 
lot of problems for many. OMNY cards 
are provided, but parents are leery of 
sending their child on public transporta-
tion with no guidance.

Schools are marking students absent 
– students who are not in school due to 
busing issues are considered an excused 
absence but still considered absent.

Parents and community members are 
encouraged to contact elected officials and 
representatives to discuss this situation 
and to inquire what can be done to help all 
students have a safe way to school.

The next CEC 18 meeting will be a 
Town Hall that will be held at a District 18 
school on Monday, November 2nd, with 
snacks and presentations at 6:30 p.m. The 
meeting will start at 7 p.m.
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Dinner and a One-of-a-Kind Show at 
Floyd Bennett Field! Public Arts Festival

By Kari Lleras
Over 2,000 art lovers, historians and 

Floyd Bennett Field enthusiasts gath-
ered on the grounds between the Ryan 
Visitor Center and Hangars 3 and 4, lo-
cated at 1 Floyd Bennett Field, on Sat-
urday, October 3rd, from 6 to 9:30 p.m., 
for a bring your own dinner and a one-
of-a-kind Public Arts Festival.

The Jamaica Bay-Rockaway Parks 
Conservancy (JBRPC) and National 
Parks Service (NPS) hosted extraordi-
nary artists who digitally transformed 
the brick and glass facade of the historic 
hangars into an animated canvas that 
left spectators in awe. Artists collabo-
rated with ATD Audio Visual to map 
projections onto the hangar canvas.

Seats for the Longest Table were sold 
out weeks before the event. The Lon-
gest Table is a community initiative 
that encourages outdoor family style 
dining. Tables and chairs were draped 
in white, and groups of strangers deco-
rated and filled their tables with light-
ing, as well as any and every type of 
food imaginable.

Art aficionados that did not reserve 
table seating could grab a free spot in 
the chair and blanket section. Several 
delivery drivers were sighted following 
a blinking light on their phone to locate 
a hungry group.

Dinner and mingling lasted until 
sundown and then the artists and per-
formers captivated spectators. Viewers 
thought they were firmly planted on the 
ground and then were instantly whisked 
away with digital art, from swimming 

underwater with mystical creatures to 
flying down the runway in an aircraft, 
sounds convincing you that you are part 
of art, telling fascinating stories with 
three-dimensional illusions.

JBRPC and NPS partnered with ATD 
Audio Visual and The Longest Table, 
with support from Bloomberg Philan-
thropies, Secunda Family Foundation 
and U.S. Senator Chuck Schumer, as 
well as additional support from 7G 
Group, TenFourteen, NYC Ferry and 
Williams. Public support was also pro-
vided by State Senator Roxanne Per-
saud, Assemblywoman Jaime Williams 
and Councilwoman Mercedes Narcisse.

This was the second digital mapping 
Public Arts Festival hosted by JBRPC 
and NPS, and there was a significant in-
crease in the turnout, setting the stage 
for the 2028 event, as well as an indica-
tion that New Yorkers want more from 
the historic Hangars 3 and 4 and the 
open spaces.

A public campaign, Fifty for Floyd 
Bennett Field, has been launched to re-
vitalize and rehabilitate the hangars to 
their former glory days. It supports the 
$100 million partnership between the 
JBRPC and NPS to remodel and modify 
the historic airplane barracks into a rein-
vigorating piece of architecture that will 
house arts, education, research, work-
force development, recreation and visi-
tor services. Anyone interested in view-
ing the plans for Hangars 3 and 4 and/
or would like to donate anything from 
$5 to $500 or beyond can visit JBRPC.
org/future.

The blanket and chair section near Hangars 3 and 4 for the Floyd Bennett Field! 
Public Arts Festival on Saturday, October 3rd.

This animated airplane captivates the audience at the Public Arts Festival in Floyd 
Bennett Field.
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One Brooklyn Health Executives Address Recurring Issues

Call 866.496.6636

To learn more, visit www.nystateofhealth.ny.gov or call 1.855.355.5777

Stretch your wallet  
with our Essential Plan 
member rewards.

MetroPlus Health Plan, Inc.MKT 26.039

By Bristol Hendrix
One Brooklyn Health (OBH) Chief Executive Of-

ficer Dr. Sandra Scott led a delegation of hospital ex-
ecutives on Monday, September 28th, fielding sharp 
community questions on emergency room delays, in-
frastructure failures and patient care while outlining 
multi-million-dollar modernization plans across the 
network at a two-hour town hall, hosted by the OBH 
Community Advisory Board.

Held at the Hebrew Educational Society, at 9502 
Seaview Avenue, the town hall brought hospital lead-
ership face-to-face with residents demanding account-
ability for long-standing service issues at Brookdale 
Hospital Medical Center and surrounding facilities.

Scott, alongside President and Chief Transformation 
Officer Art Gianelli and Chief Patient Experience Of-
ficer Nicole Francois, detailed ongoing capital projects 
intended to overhaul the healthcare system. Key initia-
tives presented by leadership included:

• Kingsbrook Campus Redevelopment: Construc-
tion plans for approximately 700 affordable housing 
units, a new medical village and expanded outpatient 
and behavioral health services.

• Brookdale Hospital Upgrades: Renovated trauma 
and critical care units, modernized diagnostic imaging 
systems and additional emergency treatment space. 
OBH officials noted that 30 new emergency medicine 
physicians have been hired over the past two years.

• Infrastructure Repairs: Proposals to secure 
funding for a new energy-generation plant to stabilize 
Brookdale’s aging electrical grid, a project expected to 
take two years once financing is finalized.

• Economic Inclusion: A target of 35% participation 
for minority- and women-owned business enterprises 
(MWBE) in state-funded construction and transforma-
tion projects.

Despite the presentation of facility upgrades, com-
munity members raised direct concerns regarding 
daily operational failures. Residents cited instances 
of poor front desk assistance, communication break-
downs between staff and expectant mothers and severe 
crowding in emergency departments — including one 
report of a patient waiting six days in the emergency 
room for an inpatient bed.

In response to extended wait times, OBH leadership 
acknowledged that prolonged emergency room stays 
remain unacceptable. Executives announced plans for 
a specialized clinical decision unit designed to stream-
line patient triage, deliver faster treatment and reduce 
unnecessary hospital admissions. Nursing and security 
leadership also apologized for communication lapses, 
committing to internal reviews and staff retraining.

The meeting concluded with pledges from OBH 
management to hold regular follow-up town halls to 
track operational progress and evaluate whether facil-
ity investments result in measurable improvements to 
patient outcomes.

One Brooklyn Health CEO Dr. Sandra Scott (center) poses with hospital executives and community 
representatives following the September 28th Town Hall meeting in Canarsie.

A community member addresses OBH leadership, raising 
questions about healthcare services and patient care.
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ATTORNEY

FREE CONSULTATION

646-704-1062
Conveniently Located In Mill Basin, Brooklyn

• Immigration
•  Divorce
• Accidents
• Landlord/Tenant

*Sunday And
Evening

Appointments
Available

Attorney Abraham Chananashvili

CONSTRUCTION

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY

AUTO WANTED

AUTO BUYERS
HIGHEST CASH PAID

ALL YEARS, MAKES AND CONDITIONS. 
WE COME TO YOU! 

DONATE, TAX DEDUCTION, PLUS CASH. 

CALL LUKE
(516) VAN-CARS
(516) 297-2277

DMV ID: 1303199

COMIC BOOKS

CONSTRUCTION

EXTERMINATOR

FLOORING

ALL YOUR PEST NEEDS & NUISANCE WILDLIFE REMOVAL
Outdoor Perimeter Treatment • Termites • Mosquitoes • Ticks • Bed Bugs • Mice • Roaches

Free Estimates

customerservice@tnrexterminators.net
www.tnrpestcontrol.com

5013 Avenue N
Brooklyn, NY 11234
1-800-352-3776

10% OFF
Mention This Ad 
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SUN - RAY SEWER & DRAIN
Flooded Basements Pumped • Sewers Cleaned & Back ups 
WE REMOVE MOLDING & MILDEW FROM WATER DAMAGE 

Industrial / Commercial / Residential 
We Service Restaurants & Laundromats 

Affiliated with Licensed Plumbers 
All Plumbing Repairs

Call 24/7
917-340-9623 All Work

Guaranteed

SEWER & DRAIN

PHARMACY

BUSINESS & SERVICE DIRECTORY
Neighborhood News

Happy 71st Birthday!

Happy 71st Birthday to my husband Anthony who 
celebrates on Sunday, October 18th. Wishing you 
nothing but good health and happiness always. 

Love you forever, 
Lynn

INSURANCE

SPA
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By Bristol Hendrix
Young Brooklyn residents gathered on Thursday, 

October 8th, for an interactive civic engagement 
workshop designed to teach them about voting, gov-
ernment accountability and the power of participat-
ing in the democratic process.

The "Train the Trainer" workshop — organized by 
The Next Mile Project in collaboration with NYC 
Votes — was held at the Youth Design Center, 112 
New Lots Avenue. The program offered attendees an 
opportunity to deepen their understanding of local 
elections while equipping them to share that knowl-
edge with peers and community members.

Olivia Brady of NYC Votes led a dynamic discus-
sion that challenged participants to think critically 

about political participation, state and local spending, 
and the direct link between voter turnout and neigh-
borhood resources.

NYC Votes is the nonpartisan voter engagement 
initiative of the New York City Campaign Finance 
Board, an independent city agency responsible for 
promoting transparency and fairness in local elec-
tions. Through voter registration drives, educational 
workshops, community partnerships and nonpartisan 
voter guides, the organization works to break down 
barriers preventing New Yorkers from voting. Its 
mission is particularly vital in communities where 
residents feel disconnected from the political process.

During the workshop, Brady presented turnout data 
comparing voter participation across age demograph-

ics and geographic areas. Participants learned that 
older residents consistently vote at higher rates than 
younger adults, sparking a conversation about why 
many young people remain disengaged.

Brady emphasized that low turnout among young 
residents should not automatically be interpreted as 
a lack of interest.

"How can we expect that you're gonna be able to 
vote when you turn 18?" she asked, noting that many 
students never receive adequate voter registration 
education in school.

Attendees also examined a map illustrating voter 
turnout across New York City, highlighting stark 
contrast between neighborhoods such as Park Slope, 
Manhattan's Upper East Side and East New York. 
Brady explained that communities with high, con-
sistent voter participation often exert greater influ-
ence over elected officials, whereas lower-turnout 
neighborhoods risk having their community concerns 
overlooked.

The discussion grew particularly animated when 
participants addressed perceptions of East New 
York, local stereotypes and differing lived experi-
ences. Young attendees challenged one another's 
assumptions while exploring how public narratives, 
family history and access to local resources shape 
civic participation.

Government spending formed another central topic 
of discussion. Brady introduced participants to New 
York State's approximately $254 billion budget, de-
tailing how taxpayer dollars fund public transit, edu-
cation, healthcare, public safety and other essential 
services. Attendees questioned how public spending 
translates into tangible neighborhood improvements, 
raising concerns over unreliable public transportation 
and under-resourced public schools.

The session also clarified the distinct responsibili-
ties of key officials — including the governor, attor-
ney general, state comptroller and state legislators — 
helping attendees understand which elected leaders 
make decisions affecting their daily lives. Addition-
ally, Brady reviewed voter eligibility rules, political 
party primaries, general elections and nonpartisan 
candidate research tools.

NYC Votes provides voter guides, multilingual 
educational materials and online tools that allow 
residents to look up district candidates and examine 
campaign financing. The training emphasized that 
civic engagement extends well beyond the voting 
booth to include volunteering, attending community 
meetings, organizing petitions and contacting elected 
representatives.

Ultimately, the initiative sought to equip young 
Brooklyn residents not just with knowledge about the 
ballot, but also with the confidence to educate others. 
By turning participants into community educators, 
The Next Mile Project and NYC Votes aim to expand 
civic awareness throughout Brooklyn, particularly 
among youth preparing to cast their first ballots.

For additional voter education resources, visit 
www.nycvotes.org.

Teaching High School Students How to Vote
Brownsville
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Forest Bathing Experience Proves Transformative
Marine Park

By Angela G. Nannetti
The Marine Park Alliance has been known 

to bring unique and exciting events to the 
community, but they have certainly outdone 
themselves this time, introducing a “Forest 
Bathing” experience, just in time for City of 
Forest Day.

Certified Forest Bathing Instructor Tasha 
LaDonna led participants through an inten-
tional, nature-based healing practice rooted 
in mindfulness, breathwork and sensory con-
nection on Saturday morning, October 3rd.

Participants gathered in a circle, on the grass 
behind the Salt Marsh Nature Center, located 
at East 33rd Street and Avenue U, where their 
two-hour journey of self-reflection and inner 
peace began.

LaDonna explained how she believes in the 
importance of finding serenity in your own 
backyard. She discussed how we often feel 
as if we must leave the city and go far away 
to find peace, but that the benefits of forest 
bathing can be had in Brooklyn too, in our 
own urban forest areas.

She shared excerpts from a favorite book 
on the Japanese practice, also called Shinrin-
yoku, which translates to "absorbing the for-
est atmosphere,” meaning no physical bathing 
or exercise is required. Instead, it focuses on 
connecting with nature through the senses.

LaDonna also spoke of how scientific re-
search supporting the many health benefits 
behind the practice eventually led to the cre-
ation of designated parks in Japan. LaDonna 
explained how urban forest bathing for just 
two hours can increase the number of cancer-
fighting cells in the body, lower blood pres-
sure, stabilize the nervous system and even 
improve mental health.

After doing some breath work and ground-
ing themselves, members of the group ven-
tured along Avenue U to a large grove of trees 
where they were invited to connect with one 

that called to them. They used their senses to 
immerse themselves, reflect on the tree and 
its surroundings, and draw connections to 
themselves.

To bring the experience full circle, LaDonna 
gathered participants under a shady spot and 
asked them to write out some of their feelings 
before she closed with guided mediation and 
the use of a rain drum.

Participants, most of whom had only tried 
forest bathing for the first time that morning, 
expressed how the experience had been truly 
transformative and said they would be making 
the practice part of their health and wellness 
routines.
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LEGAL NOTICES
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Fun & Games
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Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, near transpor-
tation/shopping. (646) 505-7577
Canarsie: Spacious Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, near 
transportation/shopping. (347) 382-
5408
Canarsie/E93/Flatlands: Furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, hardwood floors, 
no pets, smoking ok, $1,000. Owner 
(718) 360-6592
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, $900. Broker (516) 668-0154
Mill Basin: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $300 weekly. 
(646) 610-0823
Newkirk/E29: NEWLY RENO-
VATED LARGE UNFURNISHED, 
HUGE walk in closet, HWF's, street 
view, near transportation, B8, B41, 
B44, B103 buses, & #2 & #5 trains, 
$900. Curtis Chance Realty (718) 
859-7300; (917) 679-3017
Canarsie: Newly renovated, fur-
nished, share kitchen/bath, w/1 per-
son, no pets/smoking, $1,200 month-
ly. (347) 860-4165
Remsen/Winthrop: Furnished, newly 
renovated, share kitchen/bath, utili-
ties included, no smoking/pets, $950 
monthly. Exit All Seasons RE (347) 
782-8571
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen, 
dining and bathroom with couple, 
second floor, no smoking/pets. Quiet, 
utilities, W2 required, $1,200 utilities 
included, Text (347) 578-4130
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $280 weekly. 
(917) 538-0621
E Flatbush/E32: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets, large 
closet, refrigerator, queen size bed, 
big window, $900 monthly negotia-
ble. (646) 571-5851
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, near transportation, no smok-
ing/pets, proof of income. (347) 254-
4089
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking, near transpor-
tation/shopping. (718) 781-3448
Crown Heights: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking.  (718) 781-
7852
Canarsie/E93/Flatlands: Furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, no pets, smoking 
ok, $900 monthly includes all utili-
ties. Owner (718) 360-6592
OMB: Renovated Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, utili-
ties included, 2 weeks rent & security. 
(347) 453-7962; (347) 742-9828
Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, $250 weekly, 
cable & WIFI included, near trans-
portation. (646) 450-3126

Canarsie: Furnished, share kitchen/
bath, no pets/smoking. (347) 238-
9326
Canarsie: Extra large, furnished, 
share kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets. 
(347) 644-7635
Canarsie near Flatlands: Unfurnished, 
share kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, 
near transportation, $950 monthly. 
Broker (347) 393-9403
Canarsie: Unfurnished, share kitchen/
bath, no smoking/pets, near transpor-
tation, $800 monthly, all utilities in-
cluded. (917) 274-7714
Northeast Bronx: Furnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no smoking/pets, near 
shopping/transportation,$260 week-
ly. (347) 513-9011
E Flatbush: Large, furnished, no pets/
smoking, share kitchen/bath, near 
shopping/transportation/laundry, 
$1,000 monthly. (347) 278-4983
Spring Creek: Unfurnished, share 
kitchen/bath, no pets/smoking, 
$1,000 monthly. (646) 361-6021

ACTION CLASSIFIED
HELP WANTED

REAL ESTATE

COOP FOR SALE

Canarsie
Small supermarket asking 
$80K.  Grossing $28K monthly.  
Rent is $5,300 a month. 

Brooklyn Real Property
(631) 697-7258

ROOMS FOR RENT

BUSINESS FOR SALE

Marine Park
Huge corner unit, 3 bedroom, 
1 bath on the 1st floor. Ap-
proximately 1,000 Sqft. Close 
to shopping, recreation center, 
parks and transportation (B3 
and B31 buses). Low common 
charges ($866.17), live-in su-
per. A must see!

Brooklyn Real Property
(631) 697-7258

ROOMS FOR RENT

E Flatbush/E 35 Street
Large 1 BR, beautiful hardwood 
floors throughout, EIK, indoor 
parking, Ready To Go!!, Price 
Reduced $195,000.

L J Estates
(917) 294-0612

HOUSE FOR SALE

Canarsie
2 Family, 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, private driveway, 
$1,499,999.

Call For Appointments
Noreen 

(718) 930-9857
Sandra 

(347) 234-0339
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ACTION CLASSIFIED
Canarsie/Flatlands 5 Street: Lovely 
studio apartment, quiet residential 
neighborhood, $1,650 all utilities in-
cluded. Broker (718) 810-2218
Glenwood/E77: COMPLETELY 
RENOVATED STUDIO, HWF's, 
NEW APPLIANCES, near transpor-
tation, B6, B103, B82, $1,450 gas & 
electric included. Curtis Chance Re-
alty (718) 859-7300; (917) 679-3017
Canarsie: 1 BR, fully renovated, 
$2,100. FMM Premier Properties Of-
fice (718) 968-0029 Omar (718)825-
6034 Juliet (917) 561-8120
Avenue D/E56: RENOVATED 1 BR, 
LARGE living room, NEW kitchen 
& appliances, NEAR transportation, 
B8, B17, buses, $1,950 gas & elec-
tric included, Curtis Chance Realty 
(718) 859-7300; (917) 679-3017
OMB: Very Quiet Area, 1 BR, near 
Park, $1,850 monthly. Broker (347) 
880-3680
E Flatbush/E92: Newly renovated 1 
BR, near transportation/shopping, 
Owner (646) 270-2637
Canarsie: 1 BR, heat & hot water 
included, tenant pays electric & gas, 
quiet residential block, $1,950. Bro-
ker (718) 810-2218
Avenue H/E50s: Extra large 1 BR, 
2nd floor, excellent condition, ask-
ing $2,300, Available Immediately!! 
Broker (929) 855-7576
Queens/St Albans: Spacious 1 BR, 
all included, near transportation/
shopping, $1,600. Broker (347) 938-
0850
Bay Ridge: Beautiful 1 BR on the 
3rd floor. Steps away from the R 
train. A must see! Asking $2,300. 
(631) 697-7258
Marine Park: X-Large Luxurious 
2 BRs, 1 block from Kings Plaza, 
HWFs, New SS appliances, modern 
island kitchen/bathroom, $3,200. 
Broker (347) 393-9403
Kings Highway/Avenue J: COM-
PLETELY RENOVATED, EXTRA 
LARGE 2 BRs, LARGE living 
room, EIK, HWF's, NEW APPLI-
ANCES, GRANITE COUNTER-
TOPS, near transportation, $2,400. 
Curtis Chance Realty (718) 859-
7300 (917) 679-3017
Canarsie/Avenue J/E80s: Mint con-
dition 2 BRs, close to shopping/
transportation, asking $2,900, Avail-
able Immediately!! Broker (929) 
855-7576
ENY: Fully renovated 2 BR, near 
transportation/shopping, $3,000 
monthly. (347) 873-1309
Canarsie: 2 BR, near transportation, 
Move In Condition, $2,700. Broker 
(917) 690-0541
E29/Foster: COMPLETELY reno-
vated 3 BRs, 2 baths, LARGE living 
room with dining area, HWF's, one 
block from #2 & #5 trains, B8, B44, 
B49, B103 buses, close to shopping, 
$2,950. Curtis Chance Realty (718) 
859-7300; (917) 679-3017
Rosedale/Queens: 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
near transportation, $3,600, Pro-
grams Accepted!. M P Realty- Leon-
ard (646) 474-6640

Brownsville: Spacious 3 BRs, heat 
& hot water included, lots of closet 
space included, EIK, near transpor-
tation. $3,300. Broker (917) 574-
1931
Canarsie: Beautiful 3 BRs, 2 baths, 
near L train/Canarsie Pier, $3,200. 
Broker (347) 880-3680
E Flatbush: Newly renovated 3 BRs, 
hardwood floors throughout, new ap-
pliances, Vouchers welcome, $3,600. 
(718) 922-7700
Flatlands/Fountain: Fully renovated 
3 BRs, fully 1 1/2 bathroom, near 
transportation/shopping, $3,700 
monthly, Ready To Move In! (917) 
442-0592
Brownsville: 4 BRs, HWF's through-
out, $3.,600 Programs Welcome. 
Broker (516) 668-0154

UNFURNISHED APTUNFURNISHED APT

Canarsie
Avenue K/E 105

SPACIOUS 2 BRs, NEWLY 
RENOVATED, ALL NEW AP-
PLIANCES, HWF's, $2,100 
NEGOTIABLE.

OWNER
(718) 859-3301
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UNDER NEW 
MANAGEMENT

NO WAIT
TIME

Walk in for your
immediate medical care

Accepting 
ALL Insurance

X-rays
Pediatric Care

Excel Urgent Care of Marine Park
4108 Avenue U, Brooklyn, NY 11234 • 718.252.2581 • excel-urgentcare.com

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-8pm • Weekends 9am-4pm

NEED A 
DOCTOR?


